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of John Wyclif. In the whole course of medieval
history few thinkers were bolder or were driven by
the consecutive employment of a powerful under-
standing to more original conclusions. Wyclif
attacked pilgrimages and relics, the doctrine of
purgatory, and even the central mystery of transub-
stantiation. He anticipated all the main positions
of Protestantism a century before Luther was born
and a generation before the summoning of the first
General Council for the reform of the Papacy. Yet
his speculations were curiously circumscribed ~ by
the character of the society in which he lived. Holding
the audacious doctrine that dominion was founded
on grace, or, as we should now phrase it, that virtue
alone could give a valid title to power and property,
Wyclif still conceived of the world as organised in a
feudal hierarchy. The King held of God upon a
tenure of grace, and forfeited his office upon failure
to conform to the conditions of the tenement. In
every generation good men have been perplexed by
the paradoxical relation between moral and economic
values. Wyclif dreamed of a society in which wealth
and power would be strictly determined by moral
qualities; but while he denied that a community
organized on any other principle could possess an
adequate moral sanction, he made no proposals
for a political revolution, and cannot be included in
the roll of European republicans.